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H-F’s Visual Arts Department: Best in state

A rt is more than a simple elective at Homewood-Flossmoor High School: it is a subject where students learn to observe, create, take an
idea and make it come to fruition. This past spring H-F’s 3D Art students designed, built and installed the sculpture, Bell Tower, in front

of the Flossmoor Public Library. H-F's Visual Arts Club sponsors a monthly exhibit at Great American Bagel and Starbucks in Homewood,
unveiling student artwork to share with the community. In total, H-F offers nearly 20 community art showings per school year. These efforts
are a few of the reasons the school’s Visual Arts Department was again named the Best
School Art Program in Illinois by the Illinois Art Education Association (IAEA) for 2013.
The department previously received the award 10 years ago in 2003.   

“We are really thrilled and thankful for this honor,” says Greg Petecki, H-F art teacher.
“In this day and age, we are pretty humbled that H-F supports us not only financially, but
also with a true commitment to the arts, allowing us to do great things with our students.”

The recognition and award will be given to the department at the IAEA Conference this
October. Petecki — along with fellow teachers Melissa Sauder, Jaclyn Wargo, Candi
Helsel-Wilk and Kristine Weidenhoefer — teach approximately a quarter of the student
population each year in classes such as Graphic Design, Photography, Interactive Web Design,
2D Studio Art, Yearbook, A.P. Studio Art, A.P. Art History and Fundamentals of Art & Design.

“We are very proud of our teachers and students for garnering this award, and are espe-
cially thankful for the community support we have received throughout the years, which 

continued on page 3

In case you missed it: H-F’s Viking Marching Band helped
kick off Flossmoor Fest in downtown Flossmoor on Sept. 7.
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Department chairs receive award

H-F's 2012/13 Department Chairs will re-
ceive an Award of Merit at the 2013/14
Those Who Excel education awards pro-
gram, presented by the Illinois State Board
of Education. The program - set for Oct. 19
in Bloomington-Normal - annually recog-
nizes and honors people who have made
outstanding contributions to public and
nonpublic elementary and secondary edu-
cation. The team is led by Principal Dr.
Ryan Pitcock and Dr. Nancy Spaniak, di-
rector of Curriculum, Instruction & Profes-
sional Development. Congratulations to
the 12/13 DC team: Kevin Thomas (Ap-
plied Academics); Dave Kush (Assess-
ment); Jake Vallicelli (English); Erica
Desaulniers (Fine Arts); Jim Schmidt
(Guidance); Lynn Scanlon (Mathematics);
Paula Crawford (PE/ Health/Driver Ed);
Lauren Freeman (Reading); Matt Gibson
(Science); Paul Kolimas (Social Science);
Kathy Dreger (Special Education Direc-
tor); Gary Posing (Technology Director);

Donna Sayler (World Lan-
guage); Lawrence Cook
(Asst. Principal); and Dr.
Scott McAlister (Asst. Prin-
cipal). 

IB classes begin

This fall juniors enrolled in the H-F Gifted
Academy have begun the two-year IB
Diploma Programme, which provides
upper-level students with an academically
challenging and balanced program of
study. Specifically this year, the students
are taking IB Physics, taught by Jim
Boswell; IB Economics, taught by Carl
Coates; and Theory of Knowledge, a class
taught by Matt Knoepke that reflects on
the nature of knowledge and critically ex-
amines ways of knowing in various disci-
plines. Earlier this year, Homewood-
Flossmoor became the only public high
school in Chicago’s suburbs to receive IB
World School status from the International
Baccalaureate Organization.

French cave collaboration

French language students created their
own cave paintings for the World Lan-
guage Commons in September. They were
inspired after a Sept. 6th field trip to the
Field Museum, where they viewed the
Lascaux caves exhibit. Paintings and en-
gravings of animals — estimated to be
20,000 years old — line the walls of caves
found in Southern France. Students drew
either their interpretation of the drawings
or drew items that they would draw on
21st Century caves, reflecting our modern
society. The project and field trip were
guided by teachers Wendy Stiglic and Li-
onel Cesar.  HF

H - F  Ac a d e m i c s

Caption:

Meet Our Newest Faculty Members

Jeanette LaPlante
Science

University of 
St. Francis / 
Siena College

Kristine 
Weidenhoefer

Fine Arts
Eastern Illinois  
University

Dawn Edwards
Guidance

Chicago State 
University / National
Lewis University

Arlene Hayes
Applied Academics

Chicago State 
University

Roger Young
Applied Academics

Chicago State 
University / Olivet
Nazerene University

Kofi Shuck
School Psychologist
University of Wyoming /

Loyola University

Bob St. Leger
Social Science
University of 
St. Francis

Carrie Kliver
English

DePaul University

Evan Bercot
Special Education
Trinity Christian 

College / 
Olivet Nazarene 

University

BJ Engrav
Fine Arts

University of Wisconsin
- Madison

Anthony Smith
PE / Health / 
Driver Ed

Eastern Michigan 
University

Dr. Camiria Jones
School Psychologist
Hampton University /
University of Iowa

Kevin Gislason
University of Chicago

Correction
In the summer 2013 Viking
Connection, two photos of
our Viking Scholars were
transposed. We regret the
error and wish these alumni
the best. The corrected 

photos are below:

Elliott Runburg
U. of Notre Dame



Andrew Lindstrom— to many Mr. H-F — is the embodi-
ment of true Viking spirit. The class of 1972 alumnus and

Homewood resident has served as a member of the District 233
Board of Education with his whole heart and soul for the past
six years. Unfortunately, he has decided to step down this fall
from his duties as board member. During his tenure, he has

proven to be an outstanding resource as he has diligently served on the board’s Fi-
nance Committee and has been a driving force behind improving our infrastructure
through needed renovations that have allowed Homewood-Flossmoor to be recog-
nized as one of the finest educational facilities in the nation. His work on the Tech-
nology Committee has greatly benefited students, faculty and staff. His
commitment to ensuring that all staff and students have access to the best possible
technology available has always been paramount. Most of all, Andy has repre-
sented H-F with the highest degree of excellence, while humbly displaying Viking
spirit while sporting his red and white attire at every H-F event he has attended. To
quote Andy, “I wish there were two of me because there are so many great things
going on here at H-F: I sure would love to be at them all!” Whether as president of
Homewood’s South End Savings or as a District 233 board member, Andy has always
had what’s best for the community at heart. 
Homewood’s Tim Wenckuswas selected by the board to fill the vacancy. Tim and

his wife, Rebecca, are the parents of two current H-F students, Julia and Jane, and one
future Viking: Josie. He holds a master's degree in chemistry from DePaul University
and currently works as a technical manager in an engineering office with Rexam Bever-
age Can in Chicago. His work experience also includes living and working in Japan for
three years. Closer to home, he has been very involved in coaching girls' softball. He
will be serving on the board in Mr. Lindstrom's place through spring 2015. Tim’s criti-
cal-thinking skills and ability to work collaboratively will be a true asset as he assumes

this important role for our community. As
a Viking parent, he understands the im-
portance of maintaining our tradition of
academic excellence, along with innova-
tive programming, to help students reach
their full potential. While Andy Lindstrom
is truly one-of-a-kind, our students, staff
and community are fortunate to have a
board member of Tim’s caliber represent-
ing our school district for the next few
years and beyond.
Lastly, I would like to send my congrat-

ulations to Homewood’s trustees and Vil-
lage President Rich Hofeld on the town’s
recent No. 3 ranking by CNN Money’s
Best Places to Live with Affordable Homes. It
is wonderful to see Homewood receive
such deserved recognition on the national
scene!

—Superintendent Dr. Von Mansfield
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In his custom red-and-white suit, Andy Lind-
strom (left) greets senior Jordan Culpepper,
National Honor Society president, on the
first day of school this year.

Tim Wenckus, new District 233 board member,
poses with his wife, Rebecca, and daughter,
Josie, at the Sept. 17th board meeting. The
Wenckus family also includes H-F students, Julia
and Jane.

Note from the Superintendent
Thank you, Mr. Lindstrom

continued from page 1
has made second-to-none fine arts pro-
gramming possible at Homewood-Floss-
moor,” says Dr. Von Mansfield,
superintendent.    
Feedback from former students has
shown that H-F alumni stay connected to
the arts even long after their classes have
ended. 
“This award is an affirmation that we
are doing things right, that our program is
pretty special and that it can stand up
against any other program in the state of
Illinois,” says Petecki.  HF

Art student Vera-Patience Dureke works
on her self-portrait.
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A t the Sept. 17th Board of Education meeting, board members, administrators, staff
and guests were treated to a performance by the 2013 IHSA State Speech Champion

in Informative Speaking: Donyae Lewis. Lewis, an H-F senior, received his state award in
February for his speech regarding glaucoma, a condition he knows personally. 

He was joined at the state tournament by other award-winning H-F students: Isaiah
Sciford (8th Place in Extemporaneous Speaking); Rachel Latsos (8th Place in Special Oc-
casion Speaking); Sara Ryan (10th Place in Original Oratory); and the cast of The Johnstone
Twins (7th Place in Performance in the Round). The cast members were: Arianna Parker,
Edwyn Mitchell, Jabari Khaliq, Jeremy Peterson, Jonathan Schaffer, Maddie Schmidt,
Montana Sandstrom and Olivia Sciford.

This year’s Speech Team is one of the largest ever with a group of more than 100 stu-
dents participating. The team is led by Janine Stroemer, head coach, plus assistant
coaches: Kevin Wall, Warren Sampson, Maureen Kelly, Matt Gallagher, Aaron Sciford,
Steven Guillermo and Shelly Fields.  HF

N e w s  f r o m  C a m p u s

After-school engineering

Four students from H-F’s College Engi-
neering class are getting real-world ex-

perience this fall through the Illinois
Institute of Technology's Interprofessional
Projects Program (IPRO). After school a few
days per week, they are at IIT’s main cam-
pus in Chicago, working in small design
teams with college students.

“ In this program, our students will  get
direct exposure to college academic life in
far greater depth than possible on a simple
college tour ,” says Tony Svozil, H-F science
teacher .  ”They are working shoulder to
shoulder with undergraduates on actual
design challenges from private, corporate
and governmental sponsors.” 

The IPRO program joins together high
school and college students from various
academic disciplines to work as a team to
tackle real-world problems submitted by
industrial sponsors. Students learn to work
as a team and also how to communicate
with clients.

Engineering-minded students — Leslie
Bonthron, Kate Jennings, Alex Morris and
Katie Seaver — say they joined the pro-
gram to learn more about the field of engi-
neering and to get a better understanding
of its disciplines. They are also receiving
college credit from IIT for their efforts.

“I really like how the craziest, most
ridiculous ideas can turn into something
you can actually apply to a real project,”
says Seaver, who hopes to study architec-
ture at either the University of Cincinnati or
University of Oregon.

For Bonthron, who plans to study nu-
clear engineering, it is the challenges that
engineers face that attracted her to the field.

“Engineers are problem solvers and the
aspect of solving real-world problems ap-
peals to me,” she says.

Morris’ group, for instance, has been
charged with designing a golf course. “I
love creating and destroying things,” he
says. “I enjoy creating something that has
never been seen before.”

Although early in the semester, IIT al-
ready seems pleased with the H-F students.

“The IIT faculty are extremely delighted
with the level and quality of engagement of
your students in the IPRO course,” says
Tom Jacobius, IIT’s IPRO director.  HF

Speech State Champion performs at board meeting

Donyae Lewis

H-F’s IPRO students

Don’t Miss This:
Senior Breakfast & Tour

— Oct. 16

When was
the last
time you
visited
Home-
wood-
Flossmoor?

Senior citi-
zens in the

greater H-F community
are invited to a complementary breakfast
in the school’s South Building Cafe on
Wednesday, Oct. 16. Beginning at 9 a.m.,
the event includes an overview of the
school by administrators, musical per-
formances and stu-
dent-guided
tours.
Please
RSVP to
708-
335-
5581. 
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Homewood-Flossmoor students are tot-
ing more than textbooks this school

year: some have been issued Google
Chromebooks as part of a pilot technology
program. Juniors in the school’s Gifted
Academy now carry the mini laptops to
and from school to help them complete and
submit assignments directly to the school
network from home. Chrome is essentially
a tablet computer — minus a hard drive —
that includes a keyboard. 
“Students can work on projects in the

classroom, then they can seemlessly con-
tinue at home while staying connected to
their teacher and peers,” says Gary Posing,
director of Computer Services. 

The school also added three classroom
carts of Chromebooks— one math class-
room, one social science and one English —
where students check out the machine to
use during class time. They log in at the
start of class, complete assignments and log
out before moving on to their next class. 
These advances are part of a planned, po-

tential further roll out of the Chromebooks,
says Posing. 
According to Brian Dvorkin, the school’s

classroom technology facilitator, H-F de-
cided on the Chromebook trial because of
the product’s ease of use, security and af-
fordability.
“The Chromebooks are easy to maintain

and support. They arrive preloaded in the
box with the Google applications our stu-
dents and teachers need, and they connect
automatically to our network,” he says.
“We can update them remotely, and they
offer a high degree of safety and security.”
Teachers have been using Google appli-

cations such as Google Drive and Google
Calendar at H-F for the past three years; all
H-F students were issued their own Google
email accounts this school year.
“For the kids, there was almost no learn-

ing curve,” explains Posing. “They are

learning how to become responsible digital
citizens and are learning how to communi-
cate in the real world.”
He says the school will be evaluating the

pilot program in the second semester with
feedback from students and teachers.
What about the popular iPad? H-F cur-

rently has a few iPad carts that are used in
the H-F Library and a few classrooms, pri-
marily for creative classes. For example, the
Industry of Music class has been using iPads
this semester to create music using its
GarageBand application. The library re-
cently used the iPads QR code reader to
create a scavenger hunt for students to help
them navigate through the library’s collec-
tion.
“The privilege of using both iPads and

Chromebooks in our students’ educational
setting is effectively a necessity in the 21st
century,” says Dvorkin. “We need to deter-
mine  if the use of these devices substan-
tially improves education for our students
and teachers and, if so, whether one device
offers our students advantages over the
other.”  HF

H-F rolled out a pilot technology program this
school year that has students using Google
Chromebooks. 

HFHighSchool.Org
receives state award

H-F's website received a certifi-

cate of excellence award in the

2013 Illinois Chapter of the Na-

tional School Public Relations

Association's Communications

Contest. The site was rebuilt

last school year for improved

interactivity, a more stream-

lined design and easier page

management. Check it out at

www.hfhighschool.org.

Science teacher Jim Boswell instructs students in IB Physics as they work on their tablets.

Chrome shines in the classroom
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Homewood-Flossmoor Snapshots

#1

#2

#3

#4

#1 — Football Youth Night on Sept. 13 found
students from School Districts 153 and 161
joining Vikings on the field during half time.

#2 — It was a beautiful day for this year’s
Homecoming Pep Assembly on Sept. 26.
The rally kicked off Homecoming weekend,
which resulted in an H-F Vikings win over
Lincoln-Way East — the first in 10 years —
followed by a sold-out dance on Saturday.
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#3 — Summer Theatre in July featured kids
from the community in Grades 2-12 coming
together to prepare Disney’s Aladdin, Jr.

#4 — Members from the Class of 1968 re-
turned to campus in September for their
45-year reunion. Alumni shown here visited
classrooms on Sept. 27 to share stories of
their college life and careers with current
H-F students.



 

#5

#6 #8

#7

#5— The North Building Renovation Proj-
ect continues to make steady progress.
The two-story atrium entrance is set to
open later this year; total completion is
set for late spring 2014.

#6 — Athletic camps were held this sum-
mer for nearly 15 sports on campus, includ-
ing volleyball for Grades 5-12. This year’s
volleyball camp was held in the South Gym.
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#7 — Students from our National Spanish
Honor Society - along with teachers,
Michelle Parada and Donna Sayler (Depart-
ment Chair) - volunteered for Channel 11
WTTW's live summer fundraiser at the sta-
tion's Chicago studio in June.

#8 — A.P. Human Geography students had
a taste of rural life by visiting working
farms in Manteno in September.
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In the halls
Over the past few

months, we’ve seen

numerous alumni

stop by for visits

and tours. We encourage our grads

to drop in if they are back in the

neighborhood, either by a pre-

arranged visit or just spur of the

moment. 

The reunion coordinators for the

Class of 1983 arranged a school tour

for their classmates in conjunction

with their 30th reunion in July. The

tour for the alums — some from as

far away as Florida, Oklahoma and

Alaska — included a visit to our

newly renovated Viking Broadcast

Center, the gym, the cafeteria and

Mall Auditorium. These tours usually

leave our alumni amazed at all the

new offerings here, including fenc-

ing, lacrosse and the racing team. 

One of the comments I hear most

often when interacting with alumni

is that while they knew they at-

tended a good high school, they

had just no idea how good it was

until they breezed through college

courses, or when their own children

attended high schools that didn’t

offer the same rigorous academics

or have the same first-class facili-

ties at H-F.  

The H-F Alumni Office is happy to

welcome Vikings back to campus;

plus, there’s always an H-F Alumni

coffee mug as a memento to re-

member their visit back “home.” 

— Ann Cherry, director of 

Development & Alumni Relations

Al u m n i  Ne w s  &  H a p p e n i n g s

The path to friendship

As an incoming freshman new to the
school and neighborhood, Jim Smith,

’77, was nervous he was going to miss the
start of his Power Auto Mechanics class as he
hurried along the path from South Build-
ing to North. By chance, the only other stu-
dent on the path at that moment asked him
if he was lost. Jim admitted he was and
asked if Jerry knew where his next class was located. “Sure,” responded Jerry Roberts,
“I’m in that class, too – follow me.” That single exchange on the busy H-F path on the first
day of classes back in 1973 was the start of a beautiful friendship that has spanned 40
years and counting.
That chance encounter led to Jerry and Jim hanging out together at school and at count-

less H-F activities and events: double dates for Homecoming, Turnabout and Prom; nu-
merous classes taken together; and even after-school jobs at the same place. Jerry was on
the H-F basketball and football teams and also ran track; Jim was always in the stands
cheering him on. Both grads fondly remember Mr. Cady, who taught Diversified Occupa-
tions and encouraged and mentored them. 
Jerry met his wife, Sharon, ’78, at H-F, and later when they married, Jim was Jerry’s best

man. Jerry and Sharon raised their children in the area: Amanda, ’06; Brandon, ’08; and
Christina, ’09, are all H-F alumni. Jim stayed in the area for several years after graduation,
moved to Florida for a few years and is now back living in Palos Heights. These two
friends followed similar paths after H-F, as well.  Jim’s father owned Auburn Supply
Company, a plumbing supply company, and both Jim and Jerry worked for Auburn after
graduation with Jerry eventually starting his own plumbing contracting company: J.S.R.
Enterprises.
Current H-F students certainly know the agony and the joy of “The Path.” Students

have 11 minutes to traverse between the buildings, and today — as in decades past —
friendships are made. It is suspected that even more than a few romances have also been
sparked in those rushed steps. Do you have an interesting story about how you met your
spouse or best friend at H-F?  Share with us at acherry@hf233.org.

Also seen on campus this fall

Army Specialists Michael Funderburg, ’06, and Steven Koons, ’06, dropped by in August
to visit with former teachers and to bring us up to date on their lives since graduation.
Both recent grads are enjoying life in the Army; Michael intends to make it his career. They
were good friends at H-F and were both home on leave ... Chance Baldwin, ’08, and his
wife were at school while in town visiting family. They now live in Michigan, but Chance
wanted his wife to see the high school he attended in hopes of encouraging her to move
back to Homewood-Flossmoor. Chance was in marching band and orchestra while at H-F
...United States Marine Sargeant Victor Garrett, ’05, stopped by with friend and class-
mate, Eric Lites, ’05. Victor, who has served numerous tours of duty in Afghanistan, is cur-
rently stationed in Japan.  HF

Jim Smith and Jerry Roberts, Class of 1977
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At Archer Daniel Midlands, Anthony Reed is primarily responsible for environmental, sustainability

and financial services issues in the Washington, D.C., office. Prior to his position with ADM, he was

the deputy associate administrator for congressional relations at the Environmental Protection

Agency. Anthony worked on Capitol Hill for 11 years, mostly for former Speaker of the House Dennis

Hastert (R-IL), serving his administration in several capacities, including Chief of Staff. While a

Capitol Hill staffer, Anthony started the U.S. House Softball League, which has since grown in scope

to encompass 120 teams from both sides of the aisle. A University of Iowa graduate, Anthony ma-

jored in economics and political science. While at H-F, Anthony was on the track and cross country

teams. The Reed Family is well known in the H-F area, with dad, Bert Reed, serving several terms as

Flossmoor’s mayor in the ‘70s and ‘80s. Other Reed siblings from H-F are Cathy, ’82; Don, ’84; and Kelly, ’94. Anthony

and his wife, Kelly, reside in the D.C. area with their two young children: Nolan, 3, and Braden, 1.  HF

Professor Chasanov has been teaching at the University

of Illinois since 1991. Just prior, he was principal trombon-

ist and trombone soloist of the U.S. Air Force Band and Or-

chestra in Washington, D.C., from 1981-85 and professor of

trombone and euphonium at Kent State University from

1985-91. In his storied musical career, Professor Chasanov

has performed, judged and acted as faculty for some of

the world’s most prestigious competitions, including Inter-

national Music Festival at Duznilki Dzroj in Poland, the Pol-

ish National Philharmonic-Bialystok, the Polish Brass

Symposium and the Warsaw Academy of Music. Most re-

cently he was the featured trombonist at the First Metrop-

olis Brass Symposium in Belgium. Closer to home, he has

performed with the Cleveland Orchestra, National Sym-

phony Orchestra, Cleveland Ballet, Cleveland Opera, Ohio

Chamber Orchestra and Metropolitan Brass Quintet and

currently plays with the Illinois Brass Quintet and the Mil-

waukee Symphony. Professor Chasanov is also involved in

instrument and mouthpiece design with brass makers. As

you would expect, Elliott was very involved in music pro-

grams while a student at H-F. His other high school activi-

ties included band, orchestra,

marching band and the photogra-

phy club. His two siblings are also H-

F grads: Genevra Neumann, ’73,

Ph.D. Mathematics, and Dr. Maxim,

’82, psychiatrist. Elliott resides in

Fithian, Ill., with his family.  HF

As an administrative director and chief flight nurse

at the University of Chicago Medicine’s UCAN trans-

port team, Kelley Holdren and her staff are ready at

a moment’s notice to fly off to respond to medical

emergencies in Chicagoland. UCAN acts as a terti-

ary-care unit and flies 70% of its patients to the Uni-
versity of Chicago Medicine for advanced medical

care. Kelley’s goal to become a flight nurse began in

grammar school;

she worked to-

wards her dream

by completing a

BSN at the Uni-

versity of Illinois -

Chicago. She

worked in med-

ical intensive

care, cardiac in-

tensive care,

burn and pedi-

atric ICU units along the way. Kelley now manages a

team of eight nurses and six communication special-

ists, and also flies for UCAN weekly. Recently, she

was featured on WGN’s Someone You Should Know

segment, which can be seen on YouTube. At H-F, she

was on the volleyball team for all four years and also

played softball for two seasons. Kelley has five sib-

lings who also attended H-F. She lives in Dyer, Ind.,

with her husband and two children.  HF

A l umn i  N e a r  &  F a r

Ke l l e y  H o l d re n ,  ’ 9 3
Flight Nurse, University of Chicago Medical Center

A n t h o n y  R e e d ,  ’ 9 3
Senior Director, Archer Daniel Midlands

E l l i o t t  C h a s a n ov,  ’ 7 5
Professor of Trombone, University of Illinois
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Go, Vikings!
There’s still time to root for the
Vikings in this season’s varsity
sports! Join us at a home game this
fall.

BOYS’ SOCCER

Oct. 8 vs. Joliet West, 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 10 vs. Joliet Central, 4 p.m.

IHSA Regionals: Oct. 18-26

FIELD HOCKEY

Oct. 10 vs. St. Ignatius, 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 vs. Glenbrook South, 

4:30 p.m.

IHSA Regionals: Oct. 23-25

FOOTBALL

Oct. 11 vs. Bolingbrook, 7:30 p.m.

IHSA Playoffs: Nov. 1-9

GIRLS’ TENNIS

Oct. 7 vs. Hinsdale Central, 

4:30 p.m.

Oct. 8 vs. Lincoln-Way North, 

4:30 p.m.

IHSA Sectionals: Oct. 18-19

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

Oct. 8 vs. Lincoln-Way East, 

4:30 p.m.

Oct. 22 vs. Bolingbrook, 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 24 vs. Sandburg, 4:30 p.m.

IHSA Regionals: Oct. 28-31

H-F Girls’ Tennis is looking to cap-

ture its 29th consecutive sectional

title this season with leadership

from Sophie Osabuohien, Timara

Maxwell, Kaela Mack and Allison

Lessner. The team is coached by

Don Baron. 

H-F Viking Football continues to

play strong with a team mix of sen-

iors, juniors and sophomores. The

team got off to a 5-0 start this Sep-

tember. The last home game of the

year is set for Friday, Oct. 11.

Boys’ Golf

hopes to send

a few players

back to state

this year, in-

cluding sopho-

more Jack

Mulligan (left).

Girls’ Cross Country has the most

runners in the past 10 years on

this year’s team. The team is

coached by Rob Assise.

H - F  Vi k i n g  At h l e t i c s



College Night to help
students find direction
Area high school students and

parents are invited to H-F’s an-

nual College Night, set for Mon-

day, Oct. 21. From 6:30-8 p.m.,

attendees can visit with represen-

tatives from more than 200 col-

leges and universities from across

the country. The college reps will

be able to provide information

about their institutions and an-

swer questions regarding admis-

sions, programs of study, financial

aid, housing, athletics and more. 

“This is one of the largest and

well-attended college fairs in

South Chicagoland,” says Kevin

Coy, H-F college consultant. “This

is a wonderful opportunity for

parents and students of all ages

to take advantage of the vast

majority of schools attending.”

Attending colleges include: Ari-

zona State University • Butler

University • Columbia College •

DePaul University • Eureka Col-

lege • Indiana University •

Johnson & Wales • Kent State

University • Lewis University •

Loras College • Marquette Uni-

versity • Northern Michigan Uni-

versity • Northwestern University

• Ohio State University • U.S.

Navel Academy • University of

Chicago • University of Illinois -

Chicago & Urbana • University

of Missouri • University of South-

ern California • University of

Tampa   HF

Principally Speaking
Dear Stakeholders of H-F Community High School:

N ewsweekmagazine has recognized Homewood-Flossmoor
Community High School as one of the top 1,200 high schools in

the U.S.; Homewood-Flossmoor High School has ranked in the top
3% of all high schools in the nation 10 of the last 11 years. Moreover,
our internal standardized assessment system (ECRA) shows a posi-
tive four-year trend with our senior class achieving the highest score
since the exam’s inception. As significant, our ACT composite score

was a 21.6; the composite score is equal to the highest score on record since testing 100% of
our student body. While each school year will have its challenges, Homewood-Flossmoor
High School is poised to experience one of our finest years relative to students achieving
at high levels  in academics, athletics and fine arts. 
As a school, we are renewing our focus to continually improve our academic environ-

ment, athletic and fine arts programming, and extra-curricular offerings. Highlighting this
work, our Art Department was recently named as the best in Illinois. Also, our School Im-
provement Team is developing plans to further involve parents as well as to better align
professional-development activities for teachers. Our Department Chair team, which re-
cently was recognized by ISBE for its work in improving student-achievement indicators,
is continuing its work by putting together a comprehensive plan to further improve the
positive trend witnessed on standardized assessments and classroom student perform-
ance. While we have yet to attain a 22 on the ACT, we feel the additional work and focus
will help Homewood-Flossmoor reach a 22 ACT composite score in the near future. As
part of our new Gifted Academy, I am also pleased to announce that Homewood-Floss-
moor is an International Baccalaureate School and currently serving our 11th Graders. 
The challenge of improving a successful school can be overwhelming. Beyond the work

our parents obviously do at home, I encourage all parents to understand and get involved
in your child’s high school experience by learning more about Homewood-Flossmoor.
Our parent organization offers an opportunity to do this. The Homewood-Flossmoor Par-
ents’ Association’s monthly meetings regularly have approximately 75 parents in atten-
dance. If possible, please make time in your schedule, so that you may learn details of
unique programming available to your son or daughter.  
Entering my sixth year as principal of Homewood-Flossmoor High School, I feel fortu-

nate to work with your children and for my wife, Wendy, and sons, Trey (9) and Seth (7),
to call this community our home. While Homewood-Flossmoor’s student-achievement in-
dicators equal or surpass previous highs, we still have much room to grow. With your
continued support, I believe the finest years of Homewood-Flossmoor High School and
our entire community stand in front of us. As always, “make it a great day to be a Viking!”

—Principal Ryan M. Pitcock, Ph.D. 

H-F students recognized nationally
Congratulations to our students who have been recognized in the 

2014 National Merit Scholarship Competition and the 

2014 National Achievement Scholarship Program:

Maeve Coates Welsh (Merit semifinalist) • Brigid Tobin (Merit semifinalist)

Kyra Caldwell (Achievement semifinalist, Merit commended) 

Kayla Griffith (Achievement semifinalist, Merit commended)

Kristina Hill (Achievement semifinalist) • Nina Sweeney (Merit commended)

Mary Rodgers (Achievement semifinalist)

Mineru Suzuki  (Merit commended) • Allison Lessner (Merit commended)

Victor Rounds (Achievement semifinalist)
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

C O M M U N I T Y  C A L E N D A R

OCTOB E R
6 ...........Viking Choir Fall Concert 

@ Mall Auditorium, 3 p.m.

9 ...........Music Dept. on Parade 

@ South Gym, 7:30 p.m.

..............H-F Foundation Meeting@  

District Conference Room, 7 p.m.

12 ..........Class of 1988 25-Year Reunion

14..........Columbus Day — No classes

16..........Senior Citizens’ Breakfast & 

Tour @ South Cafe, 9 a.m.

..............All-School Testing, 8:30 a.m.

18-19....Class of 1973 40-Year 

Reunion Weekend

21 ..........College Night @ South Gym, 

6:30 p.m.

23.........Visual Arts Showcase 

@Great American Bagel, 

6 p.m.

28.........Parent-Teacher Conferences

@ South Cafe & Gym, 1:30 

p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

29.........Institute Day— No classes

NOVEMB E R
6 ...........HFPA Meeting @ TLC, 6 p.m.

..............National Art Honor Society 

Induction @ E1, 7 p.m.

11 ...........Veterans’ Day— No classes

13 .......... H-F Foundation Meeting

@ South District Conference 

Room, 7 p.m.

14..........Musical: Leap of Faith 

@ Mall Auditorium, 9:30 a.m. 

& 7:30 p.m.

15-16....Musical: Leap of Faith

@ Mall Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

20 ........Visual Arts Showcase 

@ Great American Bagel, 6 p.m.

21-24...Operation Snowball 

@ Camp Manitoqua

27.........Early Dismissal Day (1:20 p.m.)

..............Viking Choir Community 

Thanksgiving Service,

7:30 p.m. (Location: TBD)

28-29 .Thanksgiving Holiday

DEC EMB E R
4 ...........Voyage to Excellence 

Open House, 7 p.m. 

7............Incoming Freshmen 

Placement Testing, 7:30 a.m.

..............Holiday Instrumental Series 1 

@ Mall Auditorium, 2 p.m.

8 ...........Holiday Instrumental Series 2 

@ Mall Auditorium, 2 p.m.

11 ........... H-F Foundation Meeting

@ South District Conference 

Room, 7 p.m.

14..........Holiday T.U.B.A. Concert  

@ Mall Auditorium, 2 p.m.

..............Inspirational Voices

@ Mall    Auditorium, 6 p.m.

15 ..........Winter Choral Concert

@ Mall Auditorium, 3 p.m.

18..........Visual Arts Showcase 

@ Great American Bagel, 6 p.m.

17-19 .... 1st Semester Final Exams

20 ........ Marking Day — No classes

23......... Winter Break Begins

(classes resume Jan. 7)

President Richard Lites

Vice President 
Dr. David Mayer

Dr. John Farrell

Jeanne McInerney-
Lubeck

Gerald Pauling

Jody Scariano

Tim Wenckus
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